
as it relates to child custodv, only if the party not moving for the 
modification is notified [I . . 

] by personal . . s~rvice if located on Guam. [ p o r  served in 
the same manner in required for service [w] of a summons and 
complaint. 
Section 5. Subsection 2830.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is 

repealed and reenacted to read: 
"Subsection 2830.1 Mandatorv wage assimments. It is the intent 

of the Legislature that child support be paid by mandatory wage 
assignments. 
Therefore: 

(a) To the greatest extent possible, support orders shall 
provide mandatory wage assignments to cover support 
obligations. 

(b) (1) In all cases in which the [Department of Law] 
child su~vort  is at issue. al l  court orders shall provide for 
mandatory wage assignment, and only basis for contesting such 
an assignment shall be a mistake of fact in the amount of current 
or overdue support or the identity of the alleged parent. 

( )  [@I Exceptions to mandatory wage assignments: 
[[fa31 Either the obligor or obligee demonstrates 

and the court finds that there is good cause not to require a 
wage assignment. The court must make a written 
determination that it would be in the best interest of the 

child [efl ~ l .  children and there is proof of timely payment of 
previously court ordered support. 

[@I In any case where there are minor 
children, the court must have a hearing on any interlocutory 
divorce decree or order establishing or moddying custody of 
minor children if the order provides for less than One Hundred 

5 



Dollars ($100) support per minor child per month if the order does 
not provide for mandatory wage assignment. Because of the 
declared public policy on favor if  adequate child support paid by 
mandatory wage assignment, in any case, including 
guardianships, involving minor children where a party is 
requested less than One Hundred Dollars ($100) per minor child 
per month as child support, or where a party is requesting a 
support order without mandatory wage withholding, the Family 
Division of the Attorney General's Office shall be given three (3) 
days' of notice at the proposed hearing, and may appear at such 
hearing, call and cross-examine witnesses, prevent evidence, 
make recommendations and may request a continuance for 
purposes of conducting discovery. 

(3) [@I [If . . 
s , ]  l e  court. on 

its own motion may. in such cases. join the Attornev General and 
mav, on its own motion. make fair and eauitable suvvort orders. 
[t] The notice to the Family Division shall include a copy of the 
Child Support Worksheet of the party giving notice and any other 
information available to the party sending the notice reasonably 
necessary to reach an informed deasion on the issues presented. 
Failure to give such adequate notice shall be cause for that part of 
the judgement, decree, or other relating to child support to be set 
aside or modified nunc vro tunc within [+we-(£)] one (1) year Is]. 
In such case, the court shall enquire as the reason that the order 
or decree does not provide for child support of at least One 
Hundred Dollars ($100) per minor per month, or the reason that 
the mandatory wage assignment is not appropriate, and the 
court shall satisfy itself by a preponderance of the evidence that 
child support of less than One Hundred Dollars ($100) per minor 
child per month is appropriate or that an order of mandatory 
wage assignment is not appropriate, before issuing the decree or 
order, and shall set forth such reasons in the written decree or 
order. 

(4) [@I All current orders for child support, 
spousal support, and family support issued by the Superior Court 



1 of Guam for specific amount of periodic payments to the obligee 
are hereby declared subject to enforcement by wage assignment. 

3 In addition to all others remedies available, a wage assignment 
4 may be issued as to any support orders prospectively as to future 
5 payments only, upon ex varte applications of the obligor, by the 
6 Superior Court. When an ex parte order of assignment issued. 
7 The obligor shall be entitled to a hearing on a motion to vacate 
8 any such order as having been issued in error on three (3) working 
9 days notice to the obligee. An ex ~ a r t e  order of wage assignment 

10 shall be issued without having res judicata effect as to other 
11 issues without prejudice if an ex parte order of assignment has 
12 issued. 
13 (5) [@I The court may, on its own motion, make 
14 an order of mandatory wage assignment a part of any support 
15 order the court issues, even if not requested by the parties." 
16 Section 6.  Subsection (a) of Section 3110 of Title 10, Guam Code 
17 Annotated is to read as follows: 
18 "Section 3110(a). The certificate of live birth for any live 
19 birth occurring on or after m y  I, 13931 45 davs from the effective 
20 date of this act. and shall contain those items necessary to establish the 
21 fact of the birth and shall contain at least the following information (if- 
22 known): 
23 (1) Full name and sex 
24 (2) Date of Birth, including month, day, hour and year. 
25 (3) Planned place of birth and place of birth. 
26 (4) Full name of father, Social Security Number. 
27 birthplace, and date of birth of father including 

month, day and year, to be indicated thereon whether 
or not the child is legitimate. If the child is illepitimate, 
for so lone as the child is not lerritirnate, the father's 
name on the birth certificate shall be footnoted as 
follows: 

The above named father is not the vresumvtive 
father of the child and no presumvtion exists as 
to anv father child relations hi^. 

(5) Full birth name of mother , Social Security Number, 



birthplace, and date of birth of mother including 
month, day and year. 

(6) Multiple births and birth order of multiple births. 
(7) Signature, and relationship to child, of a parent or 

other informant, and date signed. 
(8) Name, title, mailing address of attending physician 

and surgeon or principal attendant, signature and 
certification of live birth by attending physician and 
surgeon or principal attendant or certifier, date s 
signed, and name and title of certifier of other than 
attending physician and surgeon or principal 
attendant. 

(9) Date accepted for registration and signature of local 
registrar. 

Section 7. A new subsection (h) is added to Section 3110 of Title 10, 
Guam Code Annotated, to read: 

"(h) Informational Notice Advising Mother of Newborn of 
Rieht to Retroactive Support and to Have Certificate Mailed to 
Father: 

Distribution. The Territorial Registrar of Vital 
Statistics, the Department of Law, and the Guam Memorial 
Hospital Authority shall cooperatively develop an informational 
notice which advises the single mother of a newborn child of her 
right to child support . The notice shall also advise the mother of 
her right to have an original certificate of birth mailed to the 
father free of charge." 

[Seefieft 8. 9-.1 i- Ti*-L C A  

-1 
Section 8. Subsection 8166 of Title 4, Guam Code Annotated is 

amended to read: 
"Subsection 8166. Right to Annuity. The right to a 

retirement, disability annuity, survivor's annuity or benefit, death 
benefit or any other benefit under the provisions hereof, or refund, by 



1 whatever name called, is personal with the recipient, thereof and the 
2 assignment or transfer of such benefit, refund, or any part thereof, 
3 shall be void, except [is] herein provided. Any such benefit, or 
4 refund shall bot answer for debts contracted by the person receiving the 
5 same, and it is the intention of this Chapter that the same shall not be 
6 attached by any judicial proceeding, except for orders issued bv the 
7 Suverior Court of Guam for payment of child supvort. whether in 
8 arrears or not, which mav also include. but is not limited to, wave 
9 assiments  and writs of attachment which s pecifically orders the 

10 retirement fund to pay some part of the members benefits for support: 
11 and except for court orders issued bv the Suverior Court of Guam in 
12 divorces dividing community vrovertv. interests but. onlv in cases 
13 where the court finds that the parties were married for at least 10 vears 
14 durin~ which vears the member worked for Government of Guam 
15 accumulatine retirement benefits and in the case of division of 
16 retirement benefits in a divorce. which svecificallv orders the 
17 retirement fund to vav some vart of the member's benefits to the vrior 
18 ~pouse. Any such funds -1 to be collected from the 
19 retirement fund pursuant to such orders shall be payable to the obligee 
20 only at the time the funds would otherwise be released to the member." 
21 Section 9. A new section (f) is added to Subsection 2805 of Title 10, 
22 Guam Code Annotated to read: 
23 "(f) . If any child support action or aternitv action [bmq$+by 
24 -1 in which the covernment appears, the Attorney 
25 General represents solely the interest of the Territory in establishinc 
26 paternity and in providing child support enforcement services under 
27 federal and local law. Nothing in this section may be construed to 
28 m o m  statutory mandate, authority or confidentiality required of any 
29 government agency, nor does representation by the Attorney General 
30 create an attorney-client relationship between the attorney and any 
31 party, other than the Territory. The mandate of the Attorney General 
32 in child suvvort cases is to take all stevs necessary to obtain fair and 
33 equitable child su port from all versons liable therefore'and to 
34 represent the interests of the Government of Guam." 
35 Section 10. Section 2814 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated is repealed 
36 and reenacted to read: 



1 "Section 2814. Fee. The Department of Law shall represent those 
2 persons not within the federal Aid for Dependent Children Program for 
3 the cost on one ($0.01) cent, which cost the Territory will absorb on 
4' behalf of such persons. 
5 Section 11. Section 2835(b) of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated is 
6 amended to read: 
7 "(b) No employer may terminate, refuse to hire or otherwise 
8 discipline and employee because that employee's earnings are subject to 
9 a wage assignment. An employer who violates this Section may be 

10 required to make full restitution to the aggrieved employee, including 
11 reinstatement, back pay, all benefits accruing on account of 
12 employment, as well as court costs and reasonable attorney's fees 
13 incurred by the employee in an action to enforce his rights under this 
14 Section. Also, in a proceeding to enforce the aggrieved employee's 
15 right, the court may impose a fine of up to Two Hundred Dollars 
16 ($200.00) on the employer. This fine shall be payable to the General 
17 Fund. Every order of wage assignment must contain notice of this 
18 provision." 
19 Section 12. A new section (b) is added to Subsection 196 of Title 11, 
20 Chapter I of the Guam Civil Code to read: 
21 "Subsection 196@). [[ 

-1 If a child residin~ on Guam is disabled before the ape 
of 18. the court may. at anv time before the child reaches the ape of 21 
years. find that both arents (or the survivin parent if one is deceased) 
have a mutual obligation to support the child beyond the ape of 
majority. and based upon such findin~s, order either or both of the 

av continuing child suvport for the benefit of such child 
directly to the child or his ~ a r d i a n .  as is a propriate. Such su~vor t  
may be modified in the same manner as child support. mav be 
terminated if no loncer needed. shall continue for as lone as the child is 



disabled and requires s port and shall be treated as child support for 
purposes of this Title. Such support may be enforced by the child. the 

mardian. either parent. or the attomev ~eneral. 
e parents mav acknowled~ed writing or stivulated a court 

order agree that thev have a mutual obli~ation to vrovide educational 
assistance to a minor child after the ape of maioritv . and mav apree 
that support shall continue for a child after the a e of ei~hteen (18) for a 
time certain for vumoses of educational assistance. In anv case where 
the varties stivulate that one or both of the parties for the child's 
education. with the amount of suvvort subiect to modification as to 
amount accordiw to child su~port  Guidelines and the demonstrated 
needs of the ameement may be enforced bv the Attomev General. 
either parent , or the child if over the aee of 18. In such cases. said 
support shall be treated as child support for pumoses of the Title. 
excevt that such suvvort shall be paid dire to the child after the aee  
of 18." 



COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ON 

BILL NO. 373 

AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT $12103 OF TITLE 19, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON 
REFEREES IN FAMILY MATTERS; TO AMEND SUBSECTION(a) OF $2804 OF TITLE 10, GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED ON PATERNITY ACTIONS, BY ADDING ITEM (3) THERETO; TO REPEAL 
AND REENACT $$2818 AND 2830.1 OF SAID TITLE ON PATERNITY ACTIONS AND WAGE 
ASSIGNMENTS; TO AMEND $2820.1 AND SUBSECTION (a) OF $3110 OF SAID TITLE 10; TO 
ADD SUBSECTION(h) TO SAID $3110 ON BIRTH CERTIFICATES, ADD $4105.1 TO TITLE 19, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED AND TO REPEAL AND REENACT $8166 OF TITLE 4, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED ON ANNUITY PAYMENTS FOR CHILD SUPPORTS AND TO ADD A NEW 
SUBSECTION (f) TO $ 2805 OF SAID TITLE 10 AND TO REPEAL AND REENACT $ 2814 OF 
SAID TITLE 10 AND TO AMEND $2835(b) OF SAID TITLE 10 AND TO ADD A NEW 
SUBSECTION $196(b) OF TITLE I1 OF CHAPTER I OF THE GUAM CIVIL CODE, TO INCLUDE 
THE DISABLED ADULTS TO RECEIVE "CHILD SUPPORT" AFTER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN (1 8). 

PREFACE 
The Judiciary  a n d  Cr imina l  Justice Committee convened at 1 : 0 0  
p.m..Tuesday, April 20, 1993 in the Legislative Public Hearing Room at 
Agana, Guam to hear testimony on Bill 373. 

Committee members alongside of Chairwomen Pilar C. Lujan were Senators 
Don Parkinson, and Antonio R. Unpingco. 

OVERVIEW 
In recent years, government efforts to strengthen enforcement of child 
support intensified. 

The Child Support Enforcement Office was established in 1975 under the 
umbrella of the Department of Public Health and Social Services. However, 
in March 1989, the Office's functions and duties were transferred to the 
Department of Law via Executive Order for effectuating greater 
enforcement. In 1990, the Guam Legislature enacted Public Law 20-170 to 
create an expedited process in order that child support payments be made 
promptly and not bottlenecked systematically. However, since the passage 
of that law, technical amendments and experience have necessitated 
changes. Bill 373 provides for such amendments. 



Currently, the Child Support division of the Attorney General's Office is in 
jeopardy of losing federal funds because of failure to comply with federal 
regulations concerning mandatory wage assignments. 

TESTIMONY 
Attorney Robert G. P. Cruz, the court-appointed Referree and 
Administrative Hearing Officer appeared before the Committee to present 
testimony both orally and written in favor of bill. (Attachment I) 

Attorney Cruz felt that if this bill is to be enacted, it would enable him to 
fully assist the Superior Court Judges in handling child support cases. 

Atty. Cruz also suggested that the Judicial Hearing Division be granted a 
full-time Paralegal I1 employee for FY 1993. Atty. Cruz added that the 
creation of this position would provide for procedural advice to non- 
custodial parents who are not represented by an attorney, so that they are 
not solely dependent on the staff of the Family Division. 

Mr. Robert Teodosio appeared before the committee and submitted 
testimony as a non-custodial parent of three children. (Attachment 2) 

Mr. Teodosio showed support for the bill and mandatory wage assignments 
but expressed concerns with the present child support payment system. 
Mr. Teodosio emphasized that "payments to custodial parents are slow and 
accounting errors are in the norm". 

Carol Butler from the Family Division of the Attorney General's office was 
present during the hearing representing Deputy Attorney General Karen 
Keeler. Ms. Butler submitted testimony from Attorney Keeler which she 
read before the committee. (Attachment 3) Attorney Keeler pointed out in 
her testimony that certain corrections in transcriptions may materially 
affect the proposed legislation. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recognizing that present statutes concerning child support emphasises 
parents and not the children, Bill 373 appropriately amends those statutes 
to focus on the interest of the child. Alongside approving technical 
amendments which will assist the Child Support Referee in handling cases, 
the committee believes that child support enforcement will be enhanced. 



Moreover, the committee believes that the disabled adult children should 
be provided and cared for. Therefore Section 13 of the measure is finally 
supported with the entire bill. 

The committee recommends passage of Substitute Bill 373. 
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AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACI' 512103 OF TITLE 
19, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON REFEREES IN 
FAMILY MATTERS; TO AMEND SUBSECTION(a) OF 
52804 OF TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON 
PATERNITY ACTIONS,, BY ADDING ITEM ( 3 )  
THERETO; TO REPEAL AND REENACT §§2818 AND 
2830.1 OF SAID TITLE ON PATERNITY ACTIONS AND 
WAGE ASSIGNMENTS; TO AMEND 92820.1 AND 
SUBSECTION (a) OF 93110 OF SAID TITLE 10; TO ADD 
SUBSECTION (h) TO SAID 53110 O N  BIRTH 
CERTIFICATES, ADD 9105.1 TO TITLE 19, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED AND TO REPEAL AND REENACT 58166 
OF TITLE 4, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON ANNUITY 
PAYMENTS FOR CHILD SUPPORTS. 

1 BE IT E N A m D  BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 
2 Section 1. §I2103 of Title 19, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and 
3 reenacted to read: 
4 "§12103. Funct~ons and duties of referees. Under the authority of 
5 the Superior Court, a referee shall have the following duties in family law 
6 matters: 
7 (a) To take tes tr mony and receive evidence for the record; 
8 (b) To hear and d e c ~ d e  motions and preliminary matters, unless the 
9 same are appealed by a n \  party, including but not limited to the following 
10 matters: 
11 (1) Orders to Show Cause of Contempt; 
1 2  (2) Orders to Show Cause or motion for chid custody, child 
13 support, spousal support, visitation, injunctive relief, 
14 other rel~ef, attorney's fee and costs and related matters; 



(3) Motions Orders to Show Cause or Stipulations for 
Modification of an existing order of support; 

(4) Ex parte applications; 
(5) Motions of Joinder; 
(6) Motions to amend pleadings; 
(7) Pretrial Settlement Conferences; 
(8) Motions to Withdraw; 

(9) Motions or exparte applications for wage assignment; 
(10) Mediations to compel discovery or for protective orders; 
(11) Mediations of dissolution matters where personal 

property in dispute is less than Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000); 
(12) To enter default orders; 

(13) To accept and approve voluntary adtnowledgements of 
child support liability and stipulated agreements to pay 
support; 

(14) To accept and approve voluntary acknowledgments of 
paternr ty ; 

(15) To enter temporary orders for support in complex cases; 

(16) To conduct informal office conferences with the parties to 
discuss and resolve problems or questions about any 
matters relating to child support including support 
guide1 I nes, payment schedules, paternity and support 
payment delinquencies; 

(17) To refer appropriate custody cases to mediation andlor 
home stud v referral; and 

(18) To d~sch,lrge on behalf of the Superior Court, subject to 
the appro$ al b i  the Presiding Judge, any other duties the 

Superlor ( ourt may have under Chapter 2, Title 20, Guam 
Code \n nota ted, relating to child support enforcement. 

(c) Subpoena yot\c+rs. A referee may issue Subpoenas and 
subpoena duces tecum at  the request of any party in accordance with the 
provisions of 51985, et seq., of the Code of Civil Procedure." 



1 Section 2. Subsection (a) of s2804, Title 10, Guam Code annotated is amended 
2 to read: 
3 "(a) The Legislature has determined there is public policy in favor of 
4 establishing paternity and having responsible parties support their children; 
5 therefore, whether or not a custodial parent or guardian of minor children, or 
6 the minor children have been or are recipients of public assistance, the 
7 department, actinn in the best interests of the children and the Territory, may 

8 bring an action in its own name or join in an action already in existence 

9 against the person or persons responsible for the support of such children: 

10 (I) to recover amount's expended by the department on 
11 behalf of said children or such amounts as may be due 
1 2  and owing under an existing court order, whichever is 
13 less; 
14 (2) for a continuing order of support for the benefit of such 

15 children; and 
16 (3) to establish paternity." 
17 Section 3. 52818 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and reenacted 

18 to read: 
19 "52818. Trial of paternity and standard of  roof. 
20 (a) When the paternity of a child born out of wedlock is disputed, the 
21 determination of paternity shall be made by the court without a jury. The 
22 trial shall be a civil trial and there shall be no right to a criminal trial on the 
2 3  same issue of paternity. The standard of proof shall be clear and convincing 
24 evidence. 
25 (b) In a domestic proceeding such as, but not limited to, divorce, where 
2 6  paternity is stipulated or disavowed, notice shall be given to the Department 
27 of Law of its right to intervene in the best interest of the children and Guam." 
28 Section 4. 52820.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is amended to read: 
29 "§2820.1. Notices to motions to modifv s u ~ ~ o r t  orders. The court may 
30 modify a previous order issued by the Superior Court of Guam as it relates to 
3 1 child support, spousal support, family support, or as it relates to child custody, 
3 2  only if the party not moving for the modification of notified bv certified or 
33 re~is tered mail, or served in the same manner in required for service or 
34 summons and complaint." 
35 
36 
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Section 5. fj2830.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and 
nacted to read: . 

"§2830.1. Mandatory wage assignments. It is the intent of the Legislature that 
child support be paid by mandatory wage assignments. Therefore: 

(a) To the extent necessary, support orders shall provide mandatory 
wage assignments to cover support obligations. 

(b)(l) In all cases in which the Department of Law is counsel of record, 
all support orders shall provide for mandatory wage assignment, and only 
basis for contesting such an assignment shall be a mistake of fact in the 
amount of current or overdue support or the identity of the alleged parent. 

(2) Exceptions to mandatory wage assignments: 
(a) Either the obligor or obligee demonstrates and the court finds 
that there is good cause not to require a wage assignment. The 
court must make a written determination that it would be in 
the best interest of the child of children and there is proof of 
timely pay men t of previously court ordered support. 
(b) The court f~ nds that a written agreement between the obligor 
and obligee prov~des that the alternative agreement will provide 
uninterrupted support to the family, obligor is current in 
his/ her sup port payments and the obligor meets any other 
conditions determ~ned by the court to ensure full and timely 
payment of support. 

(c) In any case where there are minor children, the court must have a 
hearing on any interlocutory divorce decree or order establishing or 
modifying custody of mlnor ch~ldren if the order provides for less than One 
Hundred Dollars ($100) support per minor child per month or if the order 
does not provide for mandatory wage assignment. Because of the declared 
public policy on favor i f  adequate child support paid by mandatory wage 
assignment, in any case, I ncl ud I ng guardianships, involving minor children 
where a party is requested less than One Hundred Dollars ($100) per minor 
child per month as ch~ld ~ i ~ ~ ~ p o r t ,  or where a party is requesting a support 
order without mandator\ t \ '~ge withholding, the Family Division of the 
Attorney General's Office 5 hall be given three (3) days' notice at the proposed 
hearing, and may appear $11 3uch  hearing, call and cross-examine witnesses, 
prevent evidence, make rr~onlmendations and may request a continuance 
for purposes of conduct~ng '1 I sio\  ery. 



1 (d) Where appropriate, in the interests of expeditious but thorough 
2 administration of justice, the notice to the Family Division shall include 2 

3 copy of the Child Support Worksheet and any other information reasonably 
4 necessary to reach an informed decision on the issues presented. Failure to 
5 give such adequate notice shall be cause for that part of the judgement, decree, 
6 or other relating to child support to be set aside or modified nunc pro tunc 
7 within two (2) years. In such case, the court shall enquire as to the reason thal 
8 the order or decree does not provide for child support of at least One Hundred 

9 Dollars ($100) per minor child per month, or the reason that the mandatory 

10 wage assignment is not appropriate, and the court shall satisfy itself by a 
11 preponderance of the evidence that child support of less than One Hundred 
12 Dollars ($100) per minor child per month is appropriate or that an order of 
13 mandatory wage assignment is not appropriate, before issuing the decree or 
14 order, and shall set forth such reasons in the written decree or order. 
15 (e) All current orders for child support, spousal support, and family 
16 support issued by the Superior Court of Guam for specific amount of periodic 
17 payments to the obilgee are hereby declared subject to enforcement by wage 
18 assignment. In addition to all others remedies available, a wage assignment 
19 may be issued as to any support orders prospectively as to future payments 
2 0  only, upon a p a r t e  application of the obligekt without advance notice to the 
21 obligor, by the Superior Court. When an p l ~  oarte order of assignment is 
22 issued, the obligor shall be entitled to a hearing on a motion to vacate any 
23 such order as having been issued in eiror on three (3) working days notice to 
2 4  the obligee. An ex parte order of wage assignment shall be issued without 
25 addressing other issues between the parties and without having res iudicata 
26 effect as to other issues not raised, and any party may later raise any other 
27 issues without prejudice II a n  ex ~ a r t e  order of assignment has issued. 
28 (f) The court may, o n  ~ t s  own motion, make an order of mandatory 
29 wage assignment a part of a n y  support order the court issues, even if not 
30 requested by the parties. 
31  Section 6. Subsection (a)  ot s3110 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated is to read 
32 as follows: 
33 "(a) The certificate of live birth for any live birth occurring on or 
3 4  after January 1, 1993, shall conta~n those items necessary to establish the fact of 
35 the birth and shall conta~n the following information: 
36 (1) Full n ~ l c ~ ~ t .  , ~ n d  seu. 



(2) Date of birth, including month, day, hour and year. 

(3) Planned place of birth and place of birth. 

(4) Full name of father, birthplace, and date of birth of father 
including month, day and year. 

(5)  Full birth name of mother, birthplace, and date of birth of 

6 mother including month, day and year. 
7 (6) Multiple births and birth order of multiple births. 
8 (7) Signature, and relationship to child, of a parent or other 

9 informant, and date signed. 
10 (8) Name, title, mailing address of attending physician and 
11 surgeon or principal attendant, signature and certification 

1 2  of live birth by attending physician and surgeon or 

13 principal attendant or certifier, date signed, and name and 

14 title of certifier of other than attending physician and 
15 surgeon or principal attendant. 
16 (9) Date accepted for registration and signature of local 
1 7  registrar." 
18 Section 7. A new subsection (h) is added to 53110 of Title 10, Guam Code 
19 Annotated, to read: 
20 "(h) Informational Notice Advising Mother of Newborn of Right to 
2 1  Retroactive S u ~ ~ o r t  and to Have Certificate Mailed to Father; 
22  P i s t  t i  bu  t ion.  The Territorial Registrar of Vital Statistics, the 
23 Department of Law, and Guam Memorial Hospital Authority shall 
2 4  cooperatively develop an informational notice which advises the single 
25 mother of a newborn child of her right to child support. .The notice shall also 
2 6  advise the mother of her right to have an original certificate of birth mailed 
27 to the father free of charge. ' 
28 Section 8. 9105.1 is hereby added to Title 19, Guam Code Annotated to read: 
2 9  "@105.1 (b) The l la bility for support of the minor child shall in any 
30 case begin no later than from the time of the filing of the action ion court." 
31 Section 9. 9166  of Title 4, Guam Code Annotated is amended to read: 
32 "58166. Right to Annu i ty . The right to a retirement, disability annuity, 
33 survivor's annuity or benef~t,  death benefit, or any other benefit under the 
34 provisions hereof, or refund, by whatever name called, is personal with the 
35 recipient, thereof and the assignment or transfer of such benefit, refund, or 
36 any part thereof, shall be void, except is herein provided. Any such benefit, or 



1 refund shall not answer for debts contracted by the person receiving the same, 
2 and it is the intention of this Chapter that the same shall not be attached or 
3 affected by any judicial proceeding, )xcept for orders for wavment of child 
4 S ~ D Q O ~ ~ ,  whether in arrears or not. issued bv the Superior Court of Guam, 
5 which mav also include, but is not limited to, w a ~ e  ass i~nments  and writs of 
6 attachment." 

7 



Chambers of 
ROBERT G.P. CRUZ, E m .  

Referee I Admlnlstrathre 
Hearlng O t f b r  

SUPERIOR COURT OF GUAM 
Judicial Hearings Division 

Judicial Center 
120 West O'Brien Drive 

Agana, Guam 96910 

A p r i l  20, 1393 

Tel: (671) 475-3259 
475-31 14 

Honorable P i l a r  C. Lujan 
Chahpxson,' CQRnittee on Judiciary 
and Criminal Justice 
Ttventy-Second Legislature 
1.55 H e s s l e r  Street Re:  B i l l  No. 373 
Agana, Gumn 96910 

Dear Senator Lujan: 

I support B i l l  No. 373 and subnit a s  letter in favor of 
passage of the measure. Since I was employed by the Superior C o w t  
in Septanber 1992, w e  have recognized the need to oanform T i t l e  19 
Section 12103 with the child support procedhrres as prcmulgated by 
the Judicial Council. Section 1 of B l l l  373 muld provide rrre as 
Referee, Judicial Hearings Division, with the clear authority to 
conduct a wide range of hearings, and to approve and sign documents. 
ms ensures that I am ful ly  uti l ized to ass ls t  the Suprior  Court 
judges in ha-rdling child support aMi other matters. 

Generally, I am in favor of a l l  sections of B i l l  No. 373. I note ' 

tha t  Section 4 mid *we the Court's abi l i ty  t o  resolve child 
supprt  matters by permitting notice by certified or  registered mil. 

(I believe that the mrdnof"between mdification and mt i f ied  s h l d  
read "is") A t  this time, about one third of -the 50 to 75 case settings 
I have per week are negated by nonservice of defendants. 'This is due 
t o  a shortage of process servers and the high -er of jobs and 
residences, of a core group of about 1000 non-custodial ~ e n t s  who are 
either mt paying, or not paying child support regularly. It is a 
practical solution to  a problen that cannot be otherwise ranedied except 
by doubling the number of process servers available to the W w t  and to 
the Departmmt of Law Family Division. 

One addition to the b i l l  which I w l d  request is that the Judicial 
Hearings Division be authorized an FIE in FY 1993 and succeeding years 
t o  hire a Paralegal 11. The position is authorized in the FY 1993 budget 
of the De-t of Law, and in the Cooperative PdJreanent between that 
agency and the Superior Court. -err the authorizatim for hnding 
of the position did not provide the FI'E within the Superior Court for the 
position. The purpose of the position would be to w r t  the Judicial 
Hearings Division in providing procedural advice to non-custodial parents 
who are not represented by attorneys, so that they are not solely depmdent 
upon the Lawyers and staff of the Family Division for  their  informatian and 
guidance. Wt non-custodial parents in  child suppr t  cases are not 
represented by counsel. 

In conclusion, I request that B i l l  No. 373 be enacted by the Legislature 
as soon as possible. 



April 20, 1993 

Robert Teodcrsio 
P.O. Box 930 
Agana, Guam 96910 
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Sen. Filar Lujan 
Chairwoman,Committee on Judiciary and Criminal Justice 
22nd Guam Legislature 
155 Heder St. 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Re: Testimony on Bill 373 supporting its intent to repeal and reenact 
58166 of Tit le 4, Guam Code Annotated on annuity payments for child 
support rw?h an amendment 

Good afternoon Senator icrjan and members of the Committee on Judiciary and 
Criminal Justice. 

My name IS Robert Teodosto and i am testifying as a private citizen and as the 
non-custodial parent of :hree chiisen. ages 12, 13, and 15. 

r support the intent of Bill 373, specrflcally the section to repeal and reenact $81 66 of 
Title 4 Guam Code Annotated on annutty payments fcr child support. This bill prowdes 
that child support be pa~d by mar:datwy payroll deductions. 

Since my divwce in November *990. ! have been. paying $737 a month to support my 
tnree chllaen. Thls tncruaes a ronthly allowance, medrcal insurance and dentai 
~nscrrance. Except fa- two mori~hs. when i was in between jobs, these child support 
payments have been deducted ? - c ~  ::y paycheck and paid directly to the Treasurer of 
Guam at the Department o! 4,sm~n!s~at!on. The two mont-iy payments I missed are 
now also being pald througn ~a j i r? ! l  aeductlons. 

Senators, I support the concr;: :' -arda:oFy wage assignments. Just like other 
paydt-deducted commltmen?z + *r\.zes parents to pay thw digations befoie 
spendlng theu money eisewnwe dci: aeileve rt cr not, rt helps the non-custod~al 
parents - preventing them i: ;I:-( ;e:~ng behind in payments and facing thousands of 
dollars In arrears down :he -zcf -A: '!ke nany absent parents, I take my responsibility 
seriously and 1 am w~li!ng a rd  a t%? :O gay chdd support. 

in concept, wage assignmer ts sez7 :c be :he perfect solution. Placed in government 
af Guam hands, however :be :,--+-* .. , chiid support payment system is an absolute 
disaster Payments to custoaial -zrenrs are slow and accwnlng m a s  we the nam. 
And rt w~ i i  continue to remain a " s a s ~ ~  iirltess steps are taken tb correct the problem 
immediately. 



31~rlng TWO-ana-a-~alf years oi maKing my Dayments througn wage assignments tne - - 6 ,  - ,,Y ~ I V I S I O ~ ,  has s,T;;E-I;~~c ;;e :O ~ 3 ~ ; . :  hvulie Jemandirig money for nori-pa,r;,er,; 
af child stlppmt. 

- 
qe ?lrst accwred In hovemger w?en ;ne Fam~ry 31vlsron ordered me to pay armost 

$4.ZCC rn non-exrstent arrears 2ne rricntPI after brrng~ng rn all my payroil stubs 
and verifing the payments through my ex-wife, the court finally stipulated that the 
De~anment of Admln~stratlov faded to accwvt for my payments. The assistant attorney 
general said computer proorems at the Department of Administration were to blame 
Y v ? ~  case has sertted. w so 1 thought. 

! received a second letter just this month. It was a tax offset notice from the Attorney 
Generai's Famiiy D~vlsion teiilng me that 1 now owe $2,652.50 for past-due cniid 
suooort, in this letter, the assistant attorney general threatened to withhold my i~come 
tax refund from the Department cf Revenue and Taxation until I paid thrs debt. 
Furthermore. he said the past due tiebt would be reported to the aedt  bureau, putting 
a DIaCk mark on my creait h~story. 

I visited the assistant attorney ge~eral two days after receiving the letter and he said he 
remembered my prior case clearr~g me of the arrears. He said that he would not be 
able to help me because computers at the Department of Administration's Child 
Support Division stated 1 still owed $2.652.50. Then, he showed me the door. Once 
again. I am being forced to gather up all my paystubs, attend another court hearing and 
take up more cant  time just to prove that my payments are w e n t .  

1 compfarned to the assistant attorney general about this obvious mistreatment and 
asked him if there many others who had the same problem. 'Huncteds," he sa~d. He 
sa~d he knew about the computer problems at the Department of Administration and. 
arthougn douoted its validty, was "forced to slgn the letter." He a d  I should make an 
a~pointment with the Department of Administration's Child Support Division to 
stratghten out the problem. Employees at the Department of Administration told me that 
they also have received hundeds of complarnts about the tax offset notices. 

Senators, I feel disillusioned by this system. My credit rating has been threatened. My 
tax refund has been held hostage. My responsibleness has been challenged. But 
worst, my rde as a caring parent has been questioned. Blame has been placed on 
nameless computers and government bureacrats, 

Through all this, however, 1 still f z v a  the intent of Bill 373 but with one amendment. 
I urge you to add an amendment statlng that this bill will not take effect until an audit of 
the computer system is com~ieted at the Department of Administration's Child Support 
Division and the Attorney General's Family Division. 

In !ieu of this amendment, ! urge you to conduct an oversight hearing, perhaps in 
conlunction with the Committee on General Governmental Operations, to investtgate 
how the Child Support Division wilhrn the Atiorney General's office and the 
Department of Administratior; cffice is being cocrdinated and handed. 

~ -7 

Thank you f a  allowing me !o resl!ty toaay I will be happy to anS&t3f any questions you 
niav have. 



Elizabeth Barnett-Anderson 
Attorney General 

Donald L Paillette 
Chief Deputy A t t o r q  General 

Karen E Keeler 
Deputy Attorney General 

Office of the  Attorney General  
Terr i tory of Guam 

Family Division 
Phone: (671) 4753360 

4753361 
475-3362 
473-3363 

Telefax: (671 ) 477-6118 

April 20, 1993 

Senator Pilar C. Lujan 
Legislative Secretary 
Chairperson-Committee on 

Judiciary and Criminal Justice 
155 Hesler Street 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Dear Senator Lujan: 

It is our pleasure to inform you of our support for Bill 373 concerning child support enforcement. 

Two of the provisions in this bill are needed to bring Guam into compliance with federal 
regulations, specifically Section 1, concerning the functions and duties of referees of the Judicial Hearings 
Division of the Superior Court of Guam, and Section 5, concerning mandatory wage assignments. Other 
provisions are needed to streamline child support enforcement-procedures; Sections 2,3,6 and 7 refer 
to paternity, and Section 4 refers to service of notice of motions to modify support orders. 

.Additional comments will be presented orally to your Committee by Assistant Attorney General 
Carol Butler during the Public Hearing on 'April 20, 1993 at 1:00 P.M. 

Sincerely, 

' KAREN E. KEELER 
Deputy Attorney General 

COMMONWEALTH NOW! 

238 Archbishop F.C. Flores Strcet, Suitc 701 Agana, Guam 96910 



OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FAMILY DIVISION 

ADDENDUM TO TESTIMONY 

Bill 373 
For the Committee on Judiciary and Criminal Justice 
Senator Pilar C. Lujan, Chairperson 

The following is a list of errors in transcription that may 
materially affect the proposed legislation: 

Section 1. S12103 of Title 19, Guam Code Annotated, Subsection 
(b) (3), Line 1, Substitute: 

18(3) Motions, Orders to Show Cause or 
Stipulations forw 

Section 2. s2804, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, Subsection (a), 
Line 6, Substitute: 

"the minor children has been or is a 
recipient of public assistance, then 

Subsection (a), Line 7, Substitute: 

"Department of Law, actinq in the best 
interests of the children and the Territory, 
maymg 

Subsection (a), (1) Line 10, Substitute: 

" (1) to recover amounts expended by the 
Department onm1 

Subsection 5 52830.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, Subsection 
(c), Line 28, Substitute: 

"public policy in favor of adequate child 
support paid by mandatory wagen 

Subsection (c), Line 30, Substitute: 

"where a party is requesting less than One 
Hundred Dollars ($100) per minorw 



ADDENDUM TO TEST 
Page 2 WNy 

Subsection (c), Line 33, Substitute: 

"Attorney General's Off ice shall be given 
three (3) daysf notice of the proposedN 

Subsection ( a ) ,  Line 6, Substitute: 

Itor other order disposing of a matter relating 
to child support to be set aside or modified 
nunc pro tuncw 

Subsection (e), Line 16, Substitute: 

"support issued by the Superior Court of Guam 
for specific amounts of periodic1# 
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B I L L  373 AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT 9 1 2 1 0 3  OF T I T L E . 1 9 ,  GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON REFEREES I N  FAMILY MATTERS; 

TO AMEND SUBSECTION ( a )  OF T I T L E  10,  GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON PATERNITY ACTIONS, BY ADDING ITEM ( 3 )  
THERETO; TO REPEAL AND REENACT 9 9 2 8 1 8  AND 2 8 3 0 . 1  OF SAID T I T L E  10; TO ADD SUBSECTION ( h )  TO SAID 
93110  ON BIRTH CERTIFICATES, ADD 9 4 1 0 5 . 1  TO T I T L E  19, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED AND TO REPEAL AND REENACT 
99 8 1 6 6  OF T I T L E  4 ,  GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON ANNUITY PAYNENTS FOR CHILD SUPPORTS. 
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Twenty-Second Guam Legslature 
155 Hesler Street 

Agaiia, Guam USA 96910 

Tel: (671 ) 472-3461 Fax: (671) 477-1 715 
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TWENTY-SECOND GUAM LEGISLATURE hI3l?12% 

37 3LL9 
1993 (FIRST) REGULAR SESSION 

Bill No. 

Introduced by: 
F.R. Santos 
-------------------- 

AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT 512103 OF TITLE 

19, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON REFEREES IN 

FAMILY MATTERS; TO AMEND SUBSECTION(a) OF 

52804 OF TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON 
PATERNITY ACTIONS, BY ADDING ITEM (3)  
THERETO; TO REPEAL AND REENACT §§2818 AND 

2830.1 OF SAID TITLE ON PATERNITY ACTIONS AND 

WAGE ASSIGNMENTS; TO AMEND 52820.1 AND 

SUBSECTION (a) OF 53110 OF SAID TITLE 10; TO ADD 

SUBSECTION (h) T O  SAID 53110 O N  BIRTH 

CERTIFICATES, ADD 9105.1 TO TITLE 19, GUAM CODE 

ANNOTATED AND TO REPEAL AND REENACT $8166 

OF TITLE 4, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ON ANNUITY 
PAYMENTS FOR CHILD SUPPORTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

Section 1. 512103 of Title 19, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and 
reenacted to read: 

"§12103. Functions and duties of referees. Under the authority of 

the Superior Court, a referee shall have the following duties in family law 

matters: 

(a) To take testimony and receive evidence for the record; 

(b) To hear and decide motions and preliminary matters, unless the 
same are appealed by any party, including but not limited to the following 
matters: 

(1) Orders to Show Cause of Contempt; 

(2) Orders to Show Cause or motion for child custody, child 

support, spousal support, visitation, injunctive relief, 

other relief, attorney's fee and costs and related matters; 



(3) Motions Orders to Show Cause or Stipulations for 

Modification of an existing order of support; 

(4) Ex parte applications; 

(5) Motions of Joinder; 

(6)  Motions to amend pleadings; 

(7) Pretrial Settlement Conferences; 

(8) Motions to Withdraw; 

(9) Motions or exparte applications for wage assignment; 

(10) Mediations to compel discovery or for protective orders; 

(11) Mediations of dissolution matters where personal 

property in dispute is less than Twenty-Five Thousand 

Dollars ($25,000); 

(12) To enter default orders; 

(13) To accept and approve voluntary acknowledgements of 

child support liability and stipulated agreements to pay 

support; 

(14) To accept and approve voluntary acknowledgments of 

paternity; 

(15) To enter temporary orders for support in complex cases; 

(16) To conduct informal office conferences with the parties to 

discuss and resolve problems or questions about any 

matters relating to child support including support 

guidelines, payment schedules, paternity and support 
payment delinquencies; 

(17) To refer appropriate custody cases to mediation and/ or 

home study referral; and 

(18) To discharge on behalf of the Superior Court, subject to 

the approval by the Presiding Judge, any other duties the 

Superior Court may have under Chapter 2, Title 20, Guam 

Code Annotated, relating to child support enforcement. 

(c) Subpoena powers. A referee may issue Subpoenas and 

subpoena duces tecum at the request of any party in accordance with the 

provisions of $1985, et seq., of the Code of Civil Procedure." 



1 Section 2. Subsection (a) of 52804, Title 10, Guam Code annotated is amended 

2 to read: 

3 "(a) The Legislature has determined there is public policy in favor of 

4 establishing paternity and having responsible parties support their children; 

5 therefore, whether or not a custodial parent or guardian of minor children, or 

6 the minor children have been or are recipients of public assistance, the 

7 department, acting in the best interests of the children and the Territory, may 

8 bring an action in its own name or join in an action already in existence 

9 against the person or persons responsible for the support of such children: 

10 (1) to recover amount's expended by the department on 

11 behalf of said chldren or such amounts as may be due 

12 and owing under an existing court order, whichever is 

13 less; 

14  (2) for a continuing order of support for the benefit of such 

15 children; and 

16 (3) to establish paternity." 

17 Section 3. 52818 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and reenacted 

18 to read: 

19 "52818. Trial of paternitv and standard of proof. 

20 (a) When the paternity of a child born out of wedlock is disputed, the 

21  determination of paternity shall be made by the court without a jury. The 

22 trial shall be a civil trial and there shall be no right to a criminal trial on the 

23 same issue of paternity. The standard of proof shall be clear and convincing 

24  evidence. 

25 (b) In a domestic proceeding such as, but not limited to, divorce, where 

26 paternity is stipulated or disavowed, notice shall be given to the Department 

27 of Law of its right to intervene in the best interest of the chddren and Guam." 

28 Section 4. s2820.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is amended to read: 

29 "52820.1. Notices to motions to modifv support orders. The court may 

30  modify a previous order issued by the Superior Court of Guam as it relates to 

31 child support, spousal support, family support, or as it relates to child custody, 

32 only if the party not moving for the modification of notified bv certified or 

33 registered - mail, or served in the same manner in required for service or 

34  summons and complaint." 

35 
36 



1 Section 5.  52830.1 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated, is repealed and 

2 reenacted to read: 

3 "g2830.1. Mandatorv wage assianments. It is the intent of the Legislature that 

4 child support be paid by mandatory wage assignments. Therefore: 

5 (a) To the extent necessary, support orders shall provide mandatory 

6 wage assignments to cover support obligations. 

7 (b)(l) In all cases in which the Department of Law is counsel of record, 

8 all support orders shall provide for mandatory wage assignment, and only 

9 basis for contesting such an assignment shall be a mistake of fact in the 

10 amount of current or overdue support or the identity of the alleged parent. 

11 (2) Exceptions to mandatory wage assignments: 

1 2  (a) Either the obligor or obligee demonstrates and the court finds 

13 that there is good cause not to require a wage assignment. The 

14 court must make a written determination that it would be in 

15 the best interest of the chld of children and there is proof of 

16 timely payment of previously court ordered support. 

17 (b) The court finds that a written agreement between the obligor 

18 and obligee provides that the alternative agreement will provide 

19 uninterrupted support to the family, obligor is current in 

2 0  his/ her support payments and the obligor meets any other 

2 1  conditions determined by the court to ensure full and timely 

22 payment of support. 

2 3  (c) In any case where there are minor children, the court must have a 

2 4  hearing on any interlocutory divorce decree or order establishing or 
25  modifying custody of minor children if the order provides for less than One 

2 6  Hundred Dollars ($100) support per minor child per month or if the order 

27  does not provide for mandatory wage assignment. Because of the declared 

2 8  public policy on favor if adequate child support paid by mandatory wage 

2 9  assignment, in any case, including guardianships, involving minor children 

30 where a party is requested less than One Hundred Dollars ($200) per minor 

31 child per month as child support, or where a party is requesting a support 
3 2  order without mandatory wage withholding, the Family Division of the 

33 Attorney General's Office shall be given three (3) days' notice at the proposed 

34 hearing, and may appear at such hearing, call and cross-examine witnesses, 

35 prevent evidence, make recommendations and may request a continuance 

36 for purposes of conducting discovery. 



1 (d) Where appropriate, in the interests of expeditious but thorough 

2 administration of justice, the notice to the Family Division shall include a 

3 copy of the Child Support Worksheet and any other information reasonably 

4 necessary to reach an informed decision on the issues presented. Failure to 

5 give such adequate notice shall be cause for that part of the judgement, decree, 

6 or other relating to child support to be set aside or modified nunc pro tunc 

7 within two (2) years. In such case, the court shall enquire as to the reason that 

8 the order or decree does not provide for child support of at least One Hundred 

9 Dollars ($100) per minor child per month, or the reason that the mandatory 

10  wage assignment is not appropriate, and the court shall satisfy itself by a 

11 preponderance of the evidence that child support of less than One Hundred 

1 2  Dollars ($100) per minor child per month is appropriate or that an order of 

13 mandatory wage assignment is not appropriate, before issuing the decree or 

14  order, and shall set forth such reasons in the written decree or order. 

15 (e) All current orders for child support, spousal support, and family 

16 support issued by the Superior Court of Guam for specific amount of periodic 

17 payments to the obilgee are hereby declared subject to enforcement by wage 

18 assignment. In addition to all others remedies available, a wage assignment 

19 may be issued as to any support orders prospectively as to future payments 

2 0  only, upon ex varte application of the obligee, without advance notice to the 

21  obligor, by the Superior Court. When an ex varte order of assignment is 

22 issued, the obligor shall be entitled to a hearing on a motion to vacate any 

23 such order as having been issued in error on three (3) working days notice to 

24  the obligee. An ex parte order of wage assignment shall be issued without 

25 addressing other issues between the parties and without having ~ j u d i c a t a  

26 effect as to other issues not raised, and any party may later raise any other 

27 issues without prejudice if an ex ~ a r t e  order of assignment has issued. 

28 (f) The court may, on its own motion, make an order of mandatory 
29 wage assignment a part of any support order the court issues, even if not 

30 requested by the parties." 

31 Section 6. Subsection (a) of 53110 of Title 10, Guam Code Annotated is to read 

32 as follows: 

33 "(a) The certificate of live birth for any live birth occurring on or 

34 after January 1, 1993, shall contain those items necessary to establish the fact of 

35 the birth and shall contain the following information: 

36 (1) Full name and sex. 



1 (2) Date of birth, including month, day, hour and year. 

2 (3) Planned place of birth and place of birth. 

3 (4) Full name of father, birthplace, and date of birth of father 

4 including month, day and year. 

5 (5) Full birth name of mother, birthplace, and date of birth of 

6 mother including month, day and year. 

7 (6) Multiple births and birth order of multiple births. 
8 (7) Signature, and relationship to child, of a parent or other 

9 informant, and date signed. 

10 (8) Name, title, mailing address of attending physician and 

11 surgeon or principal attendant, signature and certification 

1 2  of live birth by attending physician and surgeon or 

13 principal attendant or certifier, date signed, and name and 

14 title of certifier of other than attending physician and 

15 surgeon or principal attendant. 
16 (9) Date accepted for registration and signature of local 
17 registrar." 

18 Section 7. A new subsection (h) is added to 53110 of Title 10, Guam Code 

19 Annotated, to read: 

2 0  "(h) Informational Notice Advising Mother of Newborn of Right to 

2 1  Retroactive Support and to Have Certificate Mailed to Father; 

2 2  Distr ibution.  The Territorial Registrar of Vital Statistics, the 

2 3  Department of Law, and Guam Memorial Hospital Authority shall 
2 4  cooperatively develop an informational notice which advises the single 

25 mother of a newborn child of her right to child support. The notice shall also 

2 6  advise the mother of her right to have an original certificate of birth mailed 

27 to the father free of charge." 

2 8  Section 8. 54105.1 is hereby added to Title 19, Guam Code Annotated to read: 

29 "§4105.1 (b) The liability for support of the minor child shall in any 

30 case begin no later than from the time of the filing of the action ion court." 

31 Section 9. 58166 of Title 4, Guam Code Annotated is amended to read: 

3 2  "s8166. Right to Annuity. The right to a retirement, disability annuity, 

33 survivor's annuity or benefit, death benefit, or any other benefit under the 

34 provisions hereof, or refund, by whatever name called, is personal with the 

35 recipient, thereof and the assignment or transfer of such benefit, refund, or 

36 any part thereof, shall be void, except is herein provided. Any such benefit, or 



refund shall not answer for debts contracted by the person receiving the same, 
and it is the intention of this Chapter that the same shall not be attached or 

affected by any judicial proceeding, except for orders for payment of child 

support, whether in arrears or not, issued bv the Superior Court of Guam, 

which mav also include, but is not limited to, wage assignments and writs of 

attachment." 


